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This press release is in response to some anonymous media reports that falsely quoted the
CRO. The CRO’s objectives and vision are clear and available in its website
(www.croworld.org). All vision and mission statements, letters, and press releases are available
on the CRO’s website. All other statements that are attributed to the CRO but do not appear on
its website are falsely quoted and have no basis, regardless of the Organization's stance on the
discussed topic. It is unfortunate that some media outlets falsely quote individuals and the
organization without consulting them about their stance on a specific topic.

The Circassian Repatriation Organization (CRO) is a not-for-profit, humanitarian,
charitable and peaceful organization. The CRO is officially registered in Canada, however, it is
an independent organization that is not affiliated with the Canadian government or any other
governments or countries.

The CRO is an international organization that has one branch in the United States and is
working actively on establishing several other branches in other countries. The CRO has
members from almost 20 countries. The CRO is an international organization that cares about the
welfare of all Circassians across the globe. The CRO’s foremost objective is to provide aid and
assistance to the Circassian people especially throughout difficulties, and to lessen their
hardships.

The CRO is not a member of the International Circassian Association. However, the CRO
is in active communication and collaboration with a number of Circassian associations and
Circassian activists. Furthermore, the CRO does not represent itself as a substitution to any
existing Circassian association or Circassian working group. On the contrary, the CRO is a
strong advocate of collaboration between all Circassian associations and calls upon all working
groups and activists to put differences aside and focus on the common goals for the good of all
Circassians everywhere. The CRO co-organized the First International Circassian Conference in


http://www.croworld.org/

Nuremberg, Germany in 2018 that addressed several important Circassian topics. Once again,
the CRO is co-organizing the Second International Circassian Conference in October (18-20) of
2019 with the motto “what connects us”. The conference focuses on the Circassian language; the
influence of globalization on Circassian issues; Circassian refugees in Europe; the Right of
Return and the Russian role; the role of the European Union in resolving the Circassian issue;
Circassians in Diaspora: Between Nationalism and Transnationalism.

In 2015, the CRO initiated a new program called the Small Business Support Program
(SBSP). The main objective of the CRO-SBSP is to provide the necessary supports to help
Circassians settle, integrate in the new local environment in North Caucasus, and become
financially independent. The CRO-SBSP has been offered every year since it started in 2015.
Since its establishment, the CRO-SBSP spent around USD 50,000 to fund 21 small projects.

More recently, the CRO initiated a new pilot program called the CRO-Backpack Drive that
aims to support students and their families cope with school expenses. This pilot project will be
tested this year in the North Caucasus, with the ultimate goal of establishing a sustainable
program to help support students everywhere. The CRO strongly values the role of education in
achieving a bright future for young generations.

The CRO is a strong believer of collaboration efforts and the engagement of all members
of the Circassian society. Therefore, the CRO dedicates all of its efforts to bring together all
Circassian activists, associations and working groups to join their expertise and efforts in
pursuing and achieving common Circassian goals, such as preserving language and culture,
promoting better education, improving economical standards, and acquiring the right of return.



